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Dear Reader,
It goes without saying that a first edition is always an event. I am very pleased to entrust this event to the Owl,
my favorite bird. It is equipped to read even across the darkness of centuries.
I warmly greet every reader of the Newsletter and wish that each embarks on a journey of wisdom.
									
+ Jean-Louis Bruguès O.P.

Dear Friends,
he Vatican Apostolic Library is pleased to share with
you its inaugural newsletter, OWL: Online Window into
the Library, celebrating the people and collections that
make this timeless institution a world treasure.
The Library was founded to make the most valued
books and archives, at one time only available to Popes
and the Papal Curia, accessible to all. In that spirit, these
“Avvisi” will share special information on the Library,
its staff and collections, making the institution’s inner workings better
known to all our friends and supporters.
Regular features will include: messages from the Prefect, spotlights on
special collections, facts and historic anecdotes about the institution
and more.
Newsletter readers will be the first to learn about the Library’s upcoming
events and new priorities.
We are grateful to all of our friends and supporters around the world
and are eager to share this special glimpse of the Library with you.
Gratefully,
					
				

Msgr. Cesare Pasini
Prefect

«Herein one finds the ecclesiastical and the civil culture; herein are the manuscripts and codices of ancient languages, ranging from the classic Greek and Latin, the Romance and modern languages to the Oriental ones: Hebrew and
Aramaic, Syriac, Armenian, Coptic, Georgian, Arabic, Ethiopic, Persian and Turkish; housed herein are a papyrus
from the 3rd century and unique expressions from the Western Hemisphere (the Americas), belonging to the pre-Colombian times; here are found, along with writings of geniuses and saints, a number of writings which testify to the
relationship with Peter’s See and the papacy, of men who became known ...»
Address by Card. Antonio Samorè (1905-1983), Archivist and Librarian of H.R.C., June 20th, 1975, to pope Paul VI, on the occasion of the
celebration of the 5th centenary of the Vatican Apostolic Library.

Manuscripts & Archive
Approximatly 80,000 manuscripts are in the 126 collections (29 open -where more items can be added-, and 97 closed); they are preserved in the vaults of the Vatican Apostolic Library, containing works on many different topics: history, theology, philosophy, literature, art, architecture, science, etc. The
collection spans from the 3rd to the 16th centuries, including many classics. Some examples of these
manuscripts are:
- Papyrus Hanna I and Bodmer Papyrus - beginning of the 3rd century;
- The Codex Vatican B, the Bible commissioned by Emperor Constantine in the 4th century;
- The Vatican Vergil, a rare manuscript containing illustrations - beginning of the 5th century;
- The Lorsch Gospels - 8th-9th centuries;
- The Vatican Terence - 9th century;
- The Arabic manuscript containing the stories of Bayad and Ryad, with beautiful illustrations - 13th
century;
- The Libro de Astromagia de Alfonso X el Sabio (1221-1284);
- The autographed copy of the Canzoniere by Petrarch (1304-1374);
- The Letters of Henry VIII of England (1491-1547) to his second wife, Anne Boleyn (1501/7-1536).
In its Archives, the Library also preserves 100,000 documents related to the important Italian families
whose libraries are also there preserved, and much more.

Printed books
The Library has 1.6 million printed books, a great percentage of which are ancient (published before
1800), and rare. The printed books preserved in the stacks are divided into 46 open collections (where
new books are added), and 45 closed or historical collections. In the reading rooms there are135 different
collections on open shelves.
Among the most precious printed books in the Library, almost 9,000 incunables, including two copies of
the Gutenberg Bible, one on parchment; tens of thousands sixteenth and seventeenth-century editions,
many of them with manuscript annotations and postillae.

Graphic materials
In this section are preserved 150,000 engravings, prints, matrices, drawings, maps, paintings, from the
15th century onward; and 150,000 photographs. Almost 18,000 engravings are in the Fondo antico (the
first collection); masters such as Pollaiolo, Dürer, and Piranesi are represented. There are works by Bernini and Borromini; the collection of Count Leopoldo Cicognara (1767-1834), almost 5,000 volumes on art
and archeology: many bound volumes contain engravings; the Ashby Collection of prints and drawings,
and many other works of art.

Coins and Medals
The Numismatic Cabinet or Medagliere preserves coins, medals, placques, seals, tablets, engraved stones,
sulfur and plaster casts, and other similar materials: 300,000 items all togeher. Among the coins, a wonderful collection of Greek and most of all Roman coins: 7,000 from the Republican period, 10,000 are
from the Empire. The Medagliere also includes the largest grouping of Papal medals and pontifical coins
in the world, approximately 30,000 items.

Our vision for the future: stewards of a great legacy
The knowledge of centuries is preserved here. The Vatican Library holds treasures of inestimable value and scholars from
all over the world have come here to study the most diverse fields of profane and Christian knowledge. Many academics,
intellectuals and men of state and of the Church spent hours studying the manuscripts and the printed books on its shelves.
In 2010, the Vatican Apostolic Library announced plans to digitise its collection of manuscripts and rare books. Since
then, with the help of different partners joining to support a series of “subprojects”, more than 10,000 Latin, Greek and
Oriental manuscripts have been digitised, 12% of the collection. There have also been digitised over 660 incunables and
many archival documents. Hundreds of thousands of high-definition images are now available on the Library’s Internet
site, DigiVatLib.
Today, work continues on digitising this priceless cultural collection. In order to proceed more rapidly with this project, it
is necessary to consider new initiatives that could draw new resources. Thus, the Institution is currently preparing a variety
of projects to make it easier to “adopt”, relying on outside contributions.

The Vatican Library at CeBIT 2017
The CeBIT is a fair held in Hannover dedicated to the most advanced technologies. But, what does a centuries-old institution like the Vatican Apostolic Library have to do with it?
The answer is simple. The Institution presented the project DigiVatLib, the web-portal through which one has free access
to the digital version of the manuscripts preserved in its vaults.
The Japanese Company NTT (Nippon Telegraph and Telephone) gave a decisive contribution to the project providing the
platform for the program and all the necessary technical support; the company invited the Library to the Fair, which was
held from March 20th to 25th.
The NTT booth presented some of the Company’s highly technological projects and it was visited by many who were also
curious about the facsimiles from the Vatican collections which were on display. The Vatican Vergil, a rare classical text of
late Antiquity (beginning of 5th century), with illuminations; The Tract on Falconry by Frederick II called De Arte venandi
cum avibus, produced in Naples in 1270. There was also the first of the two-volume Urbino Bible, the most beautiful codex
containing the Bible, along with the Borso d’Este Bible, which is preserved in Modena. The Urbino Bible was commissioned
by Federico from Montefeltro, duke of Urbino, to Vespasiano da Bisticci. It was produced in Florence between 1476-1478.
Visitors could “leaf through” the digitised version of the volumes being presented on the big monitor in place. They could
enlarge the images and admire their details.
The Vatican Apostolic Library initiative was also featured during the CeBIT News on March 22nd in the piece entitled Von
der Bibel zu Vergil: die Vatikanische Bibliothek goes digital.
There was also featured the tridimensional reproduction of one of the pages from the manuscript containing Vergil’s Aeneid. It is an experimental produced by Canon in a limited number of copies. It is now available on the Onlus Digita Vaticana website (www.digitavaticana.org), which offers a numbered copy of the print when a donation is made to help the
digitization project of the Library.
We are particularly grateful to the Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Company for this opportunity: domo arigatou NTT.

Prince Charles of Wales and Duchess Camilla’s visit
His Royal Highness, Prince of Wales Charles, and his wife Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, visited the Vatican Apostolic Library and the Vatican Archives during the afternoon of April 4th, while they were paying a visit to the Holy See. This is the fourth time
that Prince Charles has come to Vatican City. The distinguished guests were welcomed
in the ancient and splendid Sistine Hall by the Librarian and Archivist of Holy Roman
Church, Archbishop Jean-Louis Bruguès, and by the Prefect, Msgr. Cesare Pasini.
The Sistine Hall, the “new” Library, was built at the instructions of Pope Sixtus V (15851590). Its construction is the creation of the architect Domenico Fontana, and began
in 1587 and was completed in 1589. It was determined in these last few years that it be
restored to the purpose of serving as a Reading Room for Printed Books.
The Royal couple were able to admire a series of valuable documents of the Institution
during a small exhibition prepared for the occasion and illustrated by the Director of
the Department of Printed Books and Scriptor Graecus, Doctor Timothy Janz. The
Sistine Hall was described for a very long time as “il più grande vaso librario d’Europa”
(the biggest library vase of Europe).
The guests left the Library at 5 p.m. for the audience with the Holy Father.

Storia della Biblioteca Vaticana: the fourth volume recently
published
Last March 16th, at the Braccio Nuovo of the Vatican Museums, was presented the fourth of a series of seven volumes of
the Storia della Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana: La Biblioteca Vaticana e le arti nei secoli dei Lumi (1700-1797). It was edited
by Dr. Barbara Jatta, Director of the Museums; she edited the volume while still in her role as the Person in Charge of the
Prints Cabinet of the Vatican Apostolic Library.
The volume is divided in four sections namely, The historical-culturale context; The Vatican Library and the artistic collections; The collections; and The staff. It looks back to the institutional events of the period that, among other things, saw
the emergence of the museums of the Library, The Christian Museum, the Profane Museum and the Papyrus Cabinet.
The century witnessed a substantial increase in the Pontifical Medal Collection, whose history officially began with the
pontificate of Lorenzo Corsini, Pope Clement XII (1730-1740); the establishment of
the Calcografia Camerale in 1738, the first arrangement of the collections of prints
preserved in the Library. It was particularly during the pontificate of Pius VI (17751799) that it became necessary to allocate a place in the Library for the creation of
a collection of engravings. The Room for Prints for the conservation of these works
was constructed between 1784 and 1786.
The “Age of Enlightment” also saw an increase in the book collections at the Library
with the arrival of the Capponi collection in 1746, consisting of 3,546 bibliographic
items, among which are 289 manuscripts and 105 incunables; and the Ottoboni collection in 1748, consisting of 3,379 Latin manuscripts, and 473 Greek illustrated
manuscripts.
The volume was presented by Prof. Antonio Paolucci, former Director of the Vatican
Museums, from 2007 to 2016.

A special photographic collection donated to the Library
The collection of photographs and travel diaries of the
scholar Jeanne Bignami Odier (1904-1989) arrived recently at the Library. They enrich the series of documents
already given to the Institution by Mrs. Bignami Odier
shortly before she passed away. Another unit of her documents was subsequently donated to the Library in 2015.
Jeanne Odier (Bignami was her married name), became
a collaborator of the Vatican Apostolic Library at the end
of October 1929. Msgr. Eugène Tisserant (1884-1972),
then Pro-Prefect of the Vaticana (Cardinal Librarian from
1957), used to describe her as “an efficient collaborator”.
At the time, there were a number of projects initiated by
the Institution with the support of Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace. One of these was the drafting of
an Index of manuscripts. Mrs. Bignami worked on it together with a group of people, mainly women, compiling
bibliographic records of the manuscripts. Over the years
27 women scholars collaborated in the project – these
were the first women to work at the Vatican Library.
The collaboration was interrupted in 1945, but she continued to frequent the Library as a scholar during the following decades. To Mrs. Bignami is due, among other things, a Guide au Département des manuscrits de la Bibliothèque du Vatican,
1934; and the monograph La Bibliothèque Vaticane de Sixte IV à Pie XI: Recherches sur l’histoire des collections de manuscrits (Studi e Testi), 1973. The latter is a fundamental text for an historical approach on the development of the collections of
the Library. Due to this publication, Mrs. Bignami was defined as “the modern historian of the Vatican Library”.
The beautiful photographic collection, a gift from her son Giorgio Bignami, consists of 2,454 documents (1,607 document
records, 3,658 image file). It is divided in four series, related to: travels, holidays, cultural visits excursions; professional
activities and meetings; family events, relatives of both families Odier and Bignami; objects and much more, from the end
of 19th century to the Eighties of the 20th century.

Representatives from the production of the movie
The Promise visit the Library
The movie entitled The Promise is an historical drama produced between 2015 and 2016. It narrates a love story with the
Armenian genocide of the past century as its background. The movie had its first screening at the Filmoteca in San Carlo
Palace within the Vatican on April 4th.
A representation from the production asked to visit the Vatican Apostolic Library. It consisted of Dr. Eric Esrailian, the
movie producer, his children Derek and Andrew; Terry George, screenwriter and director; Rina Kara; James Cromwell,
actor, and his wife Anna; Chris Cornell, author of the soundtrack, with his daughter Toni; Mrs. Vicky Karayiannis; Siran
Manoukian, and Tommaso Chiabra. They came to the Library
late in the afternoon on April 4th. The group visited the Vestibule, the ancient entrance to the Sistine Library and the huge Hall
frescoed by the masters Giovanni Guerra and Cesare Nebbia and
their disciples. The guests also visited the Reading Rooms for Manuscripts and Printed Books; they could admire two Armenian
manuscripts and a printed book also in Armenian, and some
facsimiles of the most renown codices preserved in the Vatican
Apostolic Library.

In Gratitude
Numerous benefactors have generously
contributed to the financing of the important and
onerous building works in the Vatican Library, for
the acquisition of photographic equipment, for the
restoration of manuscripts and books, for cataloguing projects and other initiatives.
The Vatican Library wishes to thank explicitly the
following persons and Institutions which, in this
way, have allowed it to improve the service it offers
to the world of culture and research for the digitization of manuscripts:

*To learn more about special projects and opportunities to
support the Library, please contact Dr. Luigina Orlandi Office of Institutional Advancement (orlandi@vatlib.it)

- Digita Vaticana Onlus
- Gladis Krieble Delmas Foundation
- Heydar Aliyev Foundation
- IAPS-Istituto di Astrofisica e
Planetologia Spaziale, Roma
- INAF-Istituto Nazionale di Astrofisica
- Mallinkrodt Foundation
- NTT Data
- Panduit Corp.
- Polonsky Foundation
- Samuel H. Kress Foundation
- Sanctuary of Culture Foundation
- Stiftelsen Konung Gustav VI Adolfs
- Stiftelsen Marcus och Amalia Wallenbergs
Minnesfond
- Universitätsbibliothek Heidelberg
- Giorgio Bignami
- Åke Bonnier
- Simona Giampaoli e familiari
- Antonella Greco
- Angelo Grilli
- Frank Hanna
- Auguste Moede Jansen
- Paolo Portoghesi
- Bill Teuber
- Patrizio Turi
- Scott & Lannette Turicchi
- Luciano Zanelli

Grazie!

